Dear Students, Faculty and Staftf Members,

As we bid farewell to 2025 and welcome 2026, we are gifted with a valuable
opportunity to pause, reflect, and renew our collective commitment to NIT
Rourkela. A new year becomes truly meaningful when it inspires us to look
inward, with honesty, optimism, and purpose and realign our conduct, priorities,
and aspirations with the values of the institution we proudly represent.

In recent years, NIT Rourkela has made visible and measurable progress,
reflected in improved academic standing and national recognition. This progress
1s the result of the sincere efforts of our faculty, staff, and students, and I extend
my heartfelt appreciation to every member of the Institute who has contributed
to this journey. At the same time, our greatest strength has always been and will
continue to be, not numbers or rankings alone, but the shared sense of
belonging, participation, and pride that binds us together as one academic
community.

An institution flourishes when its people feel connected to its academic,
cultural, and institutional life. Our presence at seminars, conferences, official
occasions, and moments of collective significance reinforces this bond and
silently shapes the values we pass on to our students. When each of us
contributes with sincerity and purpose, we build a culture of respect,
responsibility, and inspiration that carries excellence well beyond individual
roles and recognitions.

As we step into the New Year, let us remember that what we truly perceive
and envision has the power to become our reality. Our thoughts shape our
actions, and our collective vision shapes our future. Let us, therefore,
perceive boldly, think positively, and envision excellence, not just for individual
success, but for the collective growth of our Institute.

Small yet sincere actions, such as being present, encouraging colleagues, and
supporting institutional initiatives, collectively generate a powerful and lasting
impact. Together, with shared purpose and unwavering commitment, we can
transform our aspirations into achievements.

I wish every student, faculty and staff member a fulfilling year marked by
harmony, positivity, and continued growth in 2026.

K. Umamaheshwar Rao



